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English 4762 
Spring, 1997 
CH 305 
1530:.1800 TR 
Texts: 
The Practice of Poetry, Behn, R. 
Contemporary American Poetry, Freibert, ed. 
General Corrments: 
Bruce Guernsey 
CH 312 
581-6290 
Office Hours: ·TTR 1-1-12:15 
and by.appointment 
In this course you will be treated as a writer, not a student. In English 2003 
you were the latter and given assignments and exercises in the craft of poetry; 
you're now the latter, a writer, on your own to write about what you choose and 
in the style you want. 
As writer, however, you will face far tougher demands than ever before: finding 
your subject, focusing, shaping, revising and revising and revising. Your guide 
in these unchartered waters is the class itself~listen to what we say about your 
wock; keep an open mind; maintain your perspective; be ready to laugh at yourself. 
What you do with the suggestions made each Tuesday afternoon in our workshops is 
finally up to you, but no poem will ever be considered finished in here, only. 
"abandoned. " 
Procedure: 
You are resp::msible for making copies of your poems for the class. The copies 
are due by noon on Monday in my mailbox in Coleman 308. Make 18 copies and clip 
them together. I will then have them collated and ready for to pick. up from the 
envelope on my office door by noon on Tuesday. Read the worksheet of poems care-
fully before each class. 
Requirements: 
1. class participation 
2. 10 "completed" poems (that is, :revised at least 3 times) 
3. 2 conferences with me during the term 
4. a log of, and corrmentary on, the poems you have read each wet?k (minimum 10 
poems per week); include copies of the poems if they are outside the texts 
and handcopy at least two poems per week 
5. a prose self-evaluation of 3-5 typed pages to be included in your final folder; 
final folders are due May 1. 
6. attendance at all poetry readings 
There is no final exam in 4762 
Grad~s:: 
No individual poem (or reading log entry) will be graded. Instead, your poems 
will be :reqised and the degree to which you revise, often risking the original 
poem, will influence your final grade. Like the Olympic diver, your "score" 
will be influenced by the deg:ret? of difficulty. How much did you challen~e yourself, 
test your emotions, go for the gut, try the demanding form? 
I will discuss your grade during conferences, but remember I'm impressed by how tough 
you are on yourself, how honest a critic you are of you. 
